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What are the role of  individual  
values in creative problem solving?



Values:
1. Standards that are used as a basis  
for judgement

2. Ideals that are not immediately 
susceptible to rigorous proof



How do you acquire values?



How do values help you decide what  
problems to solve and how to  

approach them?



Thomas Jefferson Alexander Hamilton

I like cities, commerce and  
centralized government

I like rural life, agriculture 
and value the individual
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Alexander 
Hamilton 

was born on 
Nevis, in  

the West Indies in 
either  

1755 or 1757.
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Hamilton was illegitimate 
and had no formal education

Hamilton’s  
birthplace 

in 
Nevis



In Nevis  
duels  
& 

illicit 
relationships, 

many with slaves, 
were common.



In 1766 
Hamilton’s 

father deserts the 
family 

and in 1768 his 
mother dies.



After the death of  their 
mother & the desertion of  
their father, Alexander and 
his brother went to live with 

a cousin, Peter Leyton.



While clerking, 
Hamilton learns: 
• writing 
• accounting 
• money 

management 
• trading 
• pricing 
• currency exchange



He also gained intimate knowledge of: 
• traders 
• smuggling 
• slavery 
• anarchy/disorder 
• tyranny of  wealthy planters 
• cash/credit crunch 
• value of  uniform currency 
• problems of  singular agricultural economy



The great hurricane struck with 
tremendous force... 

























1. Stability through government 

Hamilton’s Values



2. Abolitionist 

Hamilton’s Values



3. Upward mobility 

Hamilton’s Values



4. Meritocracy 

Hamilton’s Values



5. Benefits of  mercantile economy 

Hamilton’s Values



I want the U.S. to be a country 
that rivals European powers.



Nevis: Hamilton’s Birthplace

Shadwell: Jefferson’s Birthplace

I think that the United States 
should be financially 

interdependent with Europe.



I think that available capital 
should be used to encourage 

entrepreneurship.



How do I propose to do this? 
What is my design?



I think we should create a  
strong federal government  

that is dominant over  
state governments.



1. Federal Government 
assumes debt of  the states. 



2. Establish a Federal Treasury 
that can  manage debt through: 

• customs revenue 
• excise taxes



3. Strong Central Bank 



4. Diversified Market 
Economy 



5. Stable currency 



Thomas Jefferson Alexander Hamilton

I like cities, commerce and  
centralized government

I like rural life, agriculture 
and value the individual
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Lessons From 
Alexander Hamilton
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