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{ Robert Moses was born
L ' b i . ) in 1888 in New Haven
N Farfmlel %~ ' s —

4 Moses’ parents, Emmanuel
it and Bella.

’ | -Emmanuel owned a
“ °
y department store in New
Haven

-Bella was a well educated

social activist { _ L—) “'.' ( : ! ‘S‘ l ] ;1 4‘5:' D
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He was an outsider because
he was Jewish and two
years younger than most
students but he was an
excellent athlete (swimmer)
and a natural leader.
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At Oxford he studied politics.

His thesis was, ‘The Civil

Service of Great Britain’.
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In 1905, at age 21,
went to graduate
school at Oxford
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In 1912, at age 24,
Moses returns an
idealist to NYC, a |
city heavily
influenced by the

2 Progressive
' Movement in the
. 1890's. |
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' He took a job with the Bureau
\ | of Municipal Research, an | Lanye
: { advocate for good government o reye
and took up the fight for the

| ‘little guy’'. P



Moses believed that
parks on Long
Island would serve
as the lungs for a
growing, congested
city

aé: thought this
'ecess_ity fOr
City larger anda
more depse than
Uu.s.

P i ... ___________

Moses’ dream for parks available
for everyone in NIC reflects his

own childhood aversion to density




beautiful and plentiful land

Unfortunately, while there was
on Long Island, it was ‘locked up’ in

the private hands of
wealthy robber barons, trapping NYC.
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In 1921 Moses began to visit
friends on Long Island and
fell in love with it.
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o Moses’ Park Vision
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S ar In 192> Moses

Uit wWrote 4 State

'h'ﬂ.fj Park plan for
1 New York
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Later that year he
solicited support
for his vision from
the new governor,
Al Smith, giving
him a guided tour
of Long Island.
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Ig 1923, at age 35, Smith made
him the president of the Long
Island State Park Commission

for which he helped draft
parks bills in the state

legislature. This signaled his
transformation from an
dealist to a power broker.
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3 Ultimately Moses defeated
f 1 Kingsland Macy and took the Taylor
L ¥ Estate by condemnation. He did
this by striking deals with
judges, having Al Smith appear as
a witness, appeals, Moses’ lawyers
not showing up for trial, etc..
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S i e P st Tl L Moses was successful
4

because he established

first alliances/coalitionsf he

' was willing to negotiate
and he had a strategy.

P Taylor Estates was Moses’

real use of power. It also
‘Y  required that he:

| l-make the ends justify the means r—
4w 2-work with crooked people A I L 4
3-bend/break the law




Moses continued to el A5 e %
B acquire land for his | . ' L2y [S L AN
SJEea Avie 1 parks and parkways. This Uq =0
s {f' came about in three r - =

PP different ways: - oSl

-
\

e g qmnie

el T 5 i

P N R § oy e

- "
SallunF P i-as

||I l- MJ o ] LA A grnEck

B i
1 Ll
rSrHEr e J—" - . . 4 Lagrbesaam = F
el 4 . L o, 4
1 e '

Ly N

. Landowneys Hr | Strategic use of land
(Y donated j st o 0 already belonging to
. “nd to the state

| T W -‘?; iHCr . .
| ease their “% Coalitions with s e

o B I
1 I. ‘l'.

own pr — '
\ 74 Property oy | crooked local - Pl (WS L A LN

8 e value, AT R C . -
ey 14 _ municipalities who | P

HtK

~) to buy land and | B 1w o e s '
' give it to Moses Do Pk === | ™7 X > e
1 in exchange for b Wyardinch e "ereenil Zr e Al
Fj A contracts given to ;F- ! .. :]:" }._...‘ -..|_ .".I-r_- :..' I. II- *E pnd sl & 7Y
s the right people. |+ i 5 . iy ‘tﬁf

o] it e Hecksecher Park

] -
| as K
gt
5
r-ll W .;. i p by —
T Ty ;
laa !
| gL




i Cormid bH‘:‘
r Li

J i T -

8% il

| vy
il )

|
\
—
&

|
b i
‘.-.| B | = ei‘




[ : '-._ s b ) - ikl i~ 1
'-.'h.qlrl.':-ll!-l l' Jll'n'l-‘, J-' ."'_l.;'-..._,,,_.t_. il 28 _ ur i !:._ T'-ltlr'-'-'ﬂ'i'k;' "“4 Y Cumara Fien ]
L ¥ 1 . i . |I_ - -_' g T |
ey’ | o | Hawene: *: J .--'1' o] i i ’.’ .  m
r. T\"\—\__-_.lj- I - . I_HT# I‘l I* ;_l'l f .' s -
_|r|_--| W By .‘.I. u | ..::M 'ﬂ | L
_Il |- -. | ! .|L! Bl *T.jr|Er |.|||r'| I:r ."i,. &
I |I__'- | I H L LR B = j-'l'|||' i
1 IIIJ'““'I_I 1 v " . i -lf}._ - ¥ l.
— i I . L .
x), | Hivie %--EJ Il_-..*ﬁf Wt S gl Moses wins.
(N A e
Fa P kL T den =1 A7 AVWmieiPlaioer Wy
."IIII -“‘I.EHL;_F-I __lffvn.lli':.l:"ﬂ 1'" rindafa’ o '_ l""- ] p
i orthwnig ox s ] T ‘-["l.ul-l .,I".,.' ..'|.l' | '-:_'“' .
haand - "~.- LR r'l:."'lll:l'.ﬂ-ﬂi.".lr R
| of | H"li P }El-l"i':"' .'I »
= — -_."i,_n an | "? : J _,..-l" i — :fEh-il s - .h"
on ¥ L | :l.l'--'-' ‘F I R .'. / 5 -.a-'_i'-. O e u':l.l-"' o B
i i f oy ¥ JJ "é-*h:mr-ler /4 ._:!‘Er:hm Ot Bl b I'.l'-*-"' [ ;
L T ,JII H'hf et ar ARtk rpL = P "'-'I =3 Pt Jahind i = FL""
|"¢1'I|‘||:'|'|':| = ':lﬂlg u"'-'lll'l'f:_- L nita=yimn = o A i . ¥ -. : . L ~ +||-,|J- . JI' s St i
] Dbt o || F Nerh At . ; -'-#-:_"dI" o Sty | et
b IH-‘-TFI’I“-I |-,1 :THHE i - e . L = - - ! i ’ .ﬂ'-'# ,-"r T M T
rl"lr' P .!r'l';l'ﬂl . .:.H r'"""'l"“' -~ —— _ l k- L chdghi 1 5 i ' 1] .J.'-/‘ a
F. - iTppan —rta_fl4 L~ Sl ) SIS e e osllomp) WY
o oIS } F /' AL 1 ‘ o o _ tredd o ' U:TI j e e Maddie _
gk o gk S T S ) ‘- - -._4—-'1--;::"*_._,_ L 1".::; | Joad Tm" H 5y dwe I :
'i _ ‘ e T R l"ll:J1l'\lr-. . E Morihpgoet & Y I (ke R "II.'-IJrﬂ
i g ; : i : o l'Il'l-"' ! 5"':';;*“"!:5‘- ..‘-:'r..-rm'l:-:-'llﬁ-lrth "'E:
; ; ; W e ningwn Sia Comn e ;,ﬂ,;.,q-,u.. F.l.ll: D )
; : : ; ; : ) i i i i ': : ! gria W . e i |_.l-'|'l1l'"."'-"|F
| i | . S e e psinguon et ~id 1 {JL A ,L:-Jm*-----w — _
i ' ' ' el mE i o I i
g ; 1 - Hm Ir.-“:"___= e I‘:‘T; T Hia
3 N e a e ."'::: - _;"J.'-——' = HilEreck
¥ L = 3 & 5 _-'.- e I
- = i gl - = -\__T R H.Hrﬂ“
D BN =
L=k ; Huhem.a el - Eo i hrg
i = T 2 I.'_'_,.,-'-"'-'-. . -
Deger, Purhl, -—" i wogs e E o it
'l"ullrllﬂllll- i [ 1"'|li ""“I"_:_:__- 'ﬂj'lr-l +_:_l'__.|;-'_.-ﬂi'ill'ﬂ"
B . — St |' * Pl
e N 5"'"3'3""- H'J-:r" [-r-'hhp T iiren 1 Syt
1'"!.-5""'"'* g 5 y
i g m by J7|--
Hn..— — #__muf_f ¥ S ;
;E"E'M BatyTon
:unn.;bgu:
[
\ o .
[ -4 a4 = : i
g 2 S e o
; Chad . A ]
E Bt 1 -
} Bimpch i
o 48T 'e-E AN
| _
= "-E



! i
--'I-..-ﬁjnL-HTl"‘Dt wn tﬂ ; ; »
'Lﬁucu;l 'u"all-u.u' o~ -I'-E
ol T i T |

" —_':| LTurut Holl

SN SRl s % \
== TR Y P A X | 2 o\ S P ——
" el 2 = 5 ) e S > I ) . (e
= & / = 3 S e ) NSal ==Y, 7
= el R = : Y > ‘ \ 7

BEACH |
STADILM

ot
o ¥ i rB hrllilﬂ
|@rt-td e
- B
) Gresgnvale B':ful" - =2
ch - » PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT 2
o Easti Hilly . : JONES BEACH STATE PARK
- | JarcheS - LONG ISLAND NEW YORK
HEI-E —-1=_.: ot = i = LONG ISLAND STATE PARK COMMISSION
J{st. == I ':‘I ¥ i IABYLON.c“lLO(')'P.d‘(‘ ISLAND
< g e g bqaly = e oy s S
:5'995-- | (|| = 3 I
= el - - e

e Yz
s tl#‘ :I Fﬂﬁ'—n‘ LE“ n- T I 1 e~ .i 1 'y 1
Hﬂmpmﬂﬂd 3 ldhi'ﬂ E ﬂ:ldﬂ"'lﬁl e | 4 ! r - ||I T ’.I'I 4 J r‘
~Franklin— g3 il B S Ba ! P HL'EF = <o

Robert Moses’ Jones Beach

Island

:‘;ﬂlllﬂll‘i‘

e nn

And his vision for
£ the parks on Long



Jones Beach ,

-less than 25
miles from

— Manhattan
—easy car/bus
ride for day trip
-pristine dunes
-sandy beaches
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The Watertower PV
-a utilitarian object b\/\
converted to a landmark ,-)

wl

WATER TOWER AND CERTRAL MALL, JONES BEACH, LOKD ISLAND, M. Y.
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Signage
-witty and
whimsical

"8




1
Parking 57 L
® /
— = __— S S
g 50 & :
1k e s e :

—-is isolated from the ‘\m‘!
beach and thus ” o
concealed from the view |

T

. “-E'g— = L:}I' ACH 4 PP, s a
| N sTADIUM !

N
! \ - ’,"4 /
l g
v \ ] -
. 11 -
\ 11 )
: -~ »
s < Y wervom T N MM 7S5 e
- R y D P . » 3 4 . -4
— — .- A
p— — —
- / = ,, —— > / -
¥ > ST S S :
' o/ z A
! A g g .
] r e __.J_ i O < »
: - "
' . voed Kire sane
” .'_..._ -_— P o -‘."v' 14 \ 1
e *‘.-. s Aot —1 ot o7 ¥ \ - A a "'-:-ﬂ'-\-.-—rq. £ ' -~
e R - . e - =
> [ A C "

‘H-’_’____'___....-—A-‘\._-__/—-’_'— ~ fMraNE

i
nqn-u.h‘-‘. .o e w0 r.
€O COMBL LAMMAL AR ALY

“ ']
e - CALL OF FlLY
Y ]
KM"’/ ATLANTIC OCTAN ———

& PLAN OF DE
A JONES BEACH

E
_l
LONG ISLANL "ANEW YORK %&
LONG ISLAND STATE K COMMISSION ;
1 G

LOPMENT
TATE PARK

h
50 NN~ -1"@‘;. BABYLON
A © .

b S e ATLANTICC OQCLAN




r
_\:

J >

Jones Beach was 3
unique in that it
wasn’t just a beach
but it was
designed to be a
recreation area
with a
considerable
number
of recreational
activities
for young and old.
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Nautical Theme
—employees dressed like
sailors
-Crow’s nest yardarms,
halyards, semaphore,
signals
-mosaics in nautical
theme




Challenges of building Jones
Beach

pressure-
T complete
f before Al A\ C H ~ N
ro\o\e‘r‘f‘s.((’)n Smith left DIUM ' J
ructi

governorship
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continuing R, -

State funding




in 1932 P
attendance /
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Che New ork Times

‘Nowhere on this continent is there a
public or private beach that is even
comparable to the one that the State
under Robert Moses has built.’

‘ [ ]
Most prosaically named,
LOPMI

most beautifully landscaped of
beaches.’ N )
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Praise from park experts
around the world.

‘For almost the
first time in the
history of public
beaches, this
beach is conceived
as a spot for
recreation, not
amusement
stimulated by
honky-tonk.’

“This is the finest §
seashore |
playground ever S
given the public
anywhere in the
world.’
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Not to mention other

beaches

that were closer to -
Manhattan | -
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-Valley Stream State
Park

-Bethpage State Park
-Caumsett State Park
-Connetqua State Park
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-Belmont Lake State
Park

-~Hempstead Lake State
Park

-Massapequa State Park
-Sunken Meadow State
Park

-Wildwood State Park
—-Hither Hills State Park
—~Montauk State Park

-Robert Moses State

Park

| —— i ——

_Northern State

rkway
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_Long |S‘and
Expressway
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The popularity of the parks
made Robert Moses
bulletproof \L

The new governor
(Franklin
Roosevelt) and
the legislature
did not dare turn
down his budget
requests for fear
of public reprisal.

In 1930 over
3,000,000 people
visited Long In the same year
Island State - only 3,400,000
Parks. people visited all
. of the National

> Parks in the U.S..
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How was Moses able to pull
off such a feats?

e

J/
Collaboration
with Al Smith { |
_ “";J\ )
// o~
L"‘\
Very different 2 :
personalities Sir"
-Smith was -
gregarious and |
boisterous
-Moses was
analytical and
intense :
L L= Very different
-, ~ backgrounds

~Smith was from
the tenements
under the Brooklyn
Bridge

| ~Moses was from
R K g the educated elite
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How was Moses able to pull

off such a feats?

Collaboration

with Mary Moses (his wife)

B
i

¥
%
2
o
i

i

‘Mary was always around.
Moses was always
consulting her. Bob used to
say that the only decisions
he made that were
mistakes were the
decisions he neglected to
talk over with Mary first.

Mrs. Harold Morse, family
friend
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£ How was Moses able to pull
' off such feats?

‘You can get an awful lot
done in the world if you’re
willing to let someone get
the credit for it.

Robert Moses
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How was Moses able to pull
T off such feats? \\L
‘He turned the {
| Commission staff s
! into a big family. If =
A he couldn’t get
home to his wife
and children as
much as he would
have liked, he
brought them to
| work.’
‘There was always a
T lot of joking going
on. You weren’t afraid
to kid with him. L |
po “\l:-; 4.’,‘;‘
Teamwork St
e 'He helped arrange the logs [- LO
| e gz 2 for the clambake, helped rs T
',fg*’@ﬁ@‘ i o€ L clgan up afterward, helped L;;\;. *
RIS with the children.’ G
RATTTES

Moses at the beach with his staff.



TS ‘If he drove other

men hard, he drove
himself harder.’

—

Leadership

. ‘Of all of the reasons why

Moses’ men didn’t resent
==y his driving, the one most
_ 7 o frequently mentioned is
T that he brought out the
il = bestin them.

How was Moses able to pull
off such feats?

‘He was an

-

altogether brilliant
man. If you were
working with him
you just had _to,
learn from him.

‘It was exciting
- working for Moses.
He made you feel
you were part of
something big.’




How was Moses able to pull
off such feats?
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Power

Knowledge Is Power

P - - ’ : - — O ' )
- - n(‘h-‘.f?.

: o et Board
cXezells 1(ESEIN -information about 1848
' N 1 and 1856 bills that gave
the State of New York
e g S rights to Babylon’s bay
bottoms.

Blackrr_l_ailing Babylon Town
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How was Moses able to pull - s
off such feats? .
‘ ZA
av e \ /ﬂl
\ S Pty K\
\ g ’ _: \‘\‘\.
Power T
Cleverness Is Power
2 o, 0 i
: lf/‘ . . :.
| A, 9 2is - Outfoxing Babylon’s

baymen
-Expanding voters on
referendum to give
town land to Moses
beyond tax-paying
property owners.

NEW YORK

ARK COMMISSION
NG ISLAND

Ly

Great Soutl

.
l.'-”

;T

—e. -

..... —

L = o~ =
ATLANTICC QCiL AN !

. 4 e AL W




AN
{ ? /
\* AR ¢ / /
How was Moses able to pull Power 55 '/
off such feats? N 7 b 2
Political Power | | o
L e
IR e
& 1\ N5 ///,,~— N o
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- e - (:\/\/"/-/ /"
\/ I/
///‘;\\//i' ’//l
Circumventing

Hutchinson and Hewitt’s
legislative actions |
-when they slashed £
$626,000 from the |
State appropriations |
8 bill to build parkways,
Al Smith robbed other |
departments’ budgets
to compensate
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How was Moses able to pull

-

off such feats?
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Power

Money Is Power
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How was Moses able to pull - ,. a1 4 //V_\J
off such feats? : X I X
." ¢ : L“L
- _"I;/“_\"_/_/;. ~
Power
Popularity Is Power |

Getting funding even after =

Al Smith left the F

governorship *
-Roosevelt and the
legislature had to fund |
Moses’ project because
he and the projects were|
so popular. |
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